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UM PROFESSOR'S BOOK ON BUTTE IRISH WINS AWARDS 
MISSOULA —
University of Montana history Professor David Emmons' book about 
the Irish of Butte has been designated by the Western History 
Association as the best book dealing with the 20th century American 
West in the past two years.
The $500 Robert G. Athearn Award was presented at the WHA's 
annual meeting in October, honoring Emmons' 1989 book "The Butte 
Irish: Class and Ethnicity in an American Mining Town, 1875-1925."
Also this fall, "The Butte Irish" won honorable mention 
designation for the 1990 James S. Donnelly prize awarded by the 
American Conference for Irish Studies. The much-honored book 
received the Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island Centennial Award in 1989, 
and is featured at the Ellis Island library and book shop.
Emmons' book, published by the University of Illinois Press, 
depicts life around the turn of this century for the close-knit 




Specialized western, Butte 
Emmons.rl
